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Dear Chairman York:
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Thank you for giving the judiciary an opportunity to comment on the policy
adopted by the Board on April 20 governing the use of the courthouse grounds for public
gatherings and public displays. Our response focuses specifically on the regulation of

displays.

Administration of the policy will involve numerous considerations, such as:

--complying with Town ordinances;
--avoiding sensitive archeological areas;

--avoiding damage to trees, other plantings, and the lawn;
--being mindful of the many monuments on the grounds and respecting the

memory of our war dead;

--establishing specific, neutral and objective criteria for approval or denial;
--avoiding interference with free access for users of the courts;

--avoiding the appearance of attempts to influence jurors or witnesses; and
--avoiding the impression that the courts have endorsed the displays’

messages.




Any attempt to censor the content of such displays risks accusation of free speech
being suppressed. It is not hard to imagine a display the Board must approve, the theme
of which would be directly relevant to an issue being considered by one or more of the

speech and civil discussion and debate, but cannot remain so in the public’s eye if some
particular views appear to bear their imprimatur.




_ ) Very truly yours,
Thomas D. Horne Avelina S. Jacob
Chief Judge, Circuit Court Chief J udge, Juvenile &
. Domjestic Relations Court
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